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Floating Solar Power Plant
Over the past decades China has been experiencing very high levels of air pollution. Some industrial cities are covered with dense smog during the day as a result of air pollution. Such smog causes respiratory health complications and hinders aviation due to frequent grounding of airplanes. Most of the air pollution in china is caused by the reliance of the country on coal to produce electricity for industrial and domestic use. The high pollution of air by burning coal has led to high contraction of respiratory diseases. Air pollution is a contributor to China’s causes of premature deaths. In 2016 air pollution lead to 366 000 premature deaths (Song et al, 2017). To improve the air quality, the Chinese government has pledged $360 billion on clean energy projects by the year 2020. One such project is the floating solar plant which was turned on in December 4, 2017.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Sungrow farm is the home to the world’s largest floating solar project. It was built on an abandoned coal mine that was later filled with water in Anhui province by Sungrow Power Supply Company. The produces 40MW of power which can supply 15 000 homes with electricity and consists of 160 000 panel array. The floating solar panels are cooled by water making them function efficiently. Floating solar power panels also reduces grind congestion as compare to solar power plants installed in land (Pauline, 2018). Additionally, the water can also support growth of water plants and animals such as fish. The floating solar project is able protect agriculture land.
In December 2017, another company, Three Gorges Corporation announced construction of another floating solar power project in an abandoned coal mine in Anhui province. When completed, the project will emerge as the world’s largest floating solar power plant. The plant is estimated to cost $151 million and will have the ability to produce 150MW of power. The company projects the solar power plant will provide electricity to approximately 94 000 homes.
The creation of floating solar farms aims at reducing air pollution by using energy from clean sources. Globally, 40% of electricity production is reliant on coal. China is the leading country in the world to abandoning use of coal as source of energy which saw the country stop construction of 104 new coal power plants that were in development in 2017.  New innovations are being developed to reduce the cost of generating electricity from renewable sources such as solar, wind and waves compared to coal. Such innovations will see countries abandon reliance on coal as a source of cheap electricity. 
The China’s floating power plant project is an example of how innovation in is beneficial to a country. The country aims to reduce the number of deaths caused by coal mining directly due to collapsing mines and indirectly as a result of respiratory health complications. The project and the country’s investment in clean energy will lead to creation of job opportunities. The health of citizens will not be a risk and the country can allocate health budget used to treat coal-related complications to finance other development projects. The project helps in conservation of land as it occupies less space than land solar power plants. 
I belief solar power development is important as it reduces pollution caused by reliance of coal and other fossil fuels at it does not emit greenhouse gases. I also think countries should invest in innovation of other clean energy sources due to the limitations of solar energy. These limitations include the unreliability of solar energy as it is produced during day time and production can be lower at night and winter seasons (Lakatos et al, 2011). Solar power plants require high initial capital cost to set up and requires a large land surface to set up solar panel arrays.
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